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Hotels Made of Ice

In some cold regions of the world, travelers can stay in a very unusual kind of hotel.
These buildings are made almost entirely of ice and snow. They are known as ice hotels.
Every winter, workers build these hotels using large blocks of ice taken from nearby rivers or
lakes. The rooms, walls, and even some furniture are made of ice. Visitors who stay in these
hotels sleep in warm sleeping bags placed on beds covered with animal skins. Many tourists
visit these hotels because they want to experience something very different from an ordinary
hotel stay.

The 1dea of the ice hotel first became famous in Sweden in the 1990s. At that time,
artists were invited to create ice sculptures for an exhibition inside a large ice building. Some
visitors were so interested in the place that they asked if they could spend the night there.
After that, the owners decided to turn the building into a hotel for tourists. Since then, ice
hotels have been built in several countries with cold winters, and they attract visitors from
around the world.

Ice hotels have become popular tourist attractions. Many people visit not only to
sleep in the rooms but also to enjoy other activities. For example, visitors can take guided
tours, look at beautiful ice sculptures, or drink special drinks in ice bars where even the
glasses are made of ice. Some hotels also offer winter activities such as dog sledding or
watching the northern lights at night. Because these hotels operate mainly during winter, they
help local communities attract tourists during a season that is usually quiet.

However, ice hotels also face some challenges. Because they are made of ice and
snow, they cannot last forever. When spring arrives and temperatures rise, the buildings
slowly melt and disappear. As a result, workers must rebuild the entire hotel again every
winter. This process requires a lot of time and effort. Despite these difficulties, many
communities continue to build ice hotels because they bring visitors and attention to the

region.
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(1) What is special about ice hotels?
1. They are hotels built inside mountains using natural caves formed by ice.
2. They are hotels that remain open and operate throughout the entire year.
3. They are hotels used mostly by scientists studying cold environments.
4. They are hotels built mainly from ice and snow during the winter season.

(2) How did the first ice hotel become popular?
1. Travelers needed a place to stay after getting lost during a snowstorm.
2. The government built the hotel to promote winter sports tourism.
3. Visitors became interested after seeing an exhibition of ice sculptures.

4. Artists designed the building mainly to create a training center.

(3) Why are ice hotels helpful for local communities?
1. They encourage tourists to visit the area during the winter season.
2. They provide visitors with free places to stay during cold winters.
3. They allow local workers to practice building houses from ice.
4

. They help scientists study the effects of extremely cold temperatures.

(4) What is one difficulty with ice hotels?
1. They slowly melt and disappear when temperatures become warmer in spring.
2. Visitors often refuse to stay overnight because the rooms are too cold.
3. Workers cannot collect enough ice from nearby rivers each winter.

4. They are usually located far from places that tourists normally visit.

(5) What do we learn from the passage?
1. Ice hotels are becoming less popular than traditional hotels today.
2. Ice hotels must be rebuilt every year but still attract many tourists.
3. Ice hotels are now used mainly for exhibitions instead of lodging.
4. Ice hotels will soon replace traditional hotels in cold regions.
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