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The Underwater Postbox

In a small coastal town in Japan, there is a very unusual mailbox. Unlike normal
mailboxes on streets, this one is placed on the ocean floor about ten meters under the water.
It is installed near a popular diving spot where many tourists come to explore the sea. Divers
can drop waterproof postcards into it while they are swimming in the sea. The mailbox has
become a popular attraction for visitors who want to send a special message from
underwater. Many people enjoy the unique experience of mailing a postcard from beneath
the ocean’s surface.

The underwater mailbox was first created in 1999 by local tourism workers. They
wanted to find a way to attract more visitors to the town. At that time, the area was already
known as a good place for diving, but the number of tourists was decreasing. They believed
that creating something unique in the ocean would make the town more interesting to
visitors. The idea of an underwater mailbox quickly gained attention. Divers began visiting
the town not only to explore the ocean but also to post letters from the sea.

Today, thousands of postcards are sent through the underwater mailbox every year.
Local diving shops sell waterproof postcards and special oil-based pens so that people can
write messages underwater. Many visitors enjoy sending these postcards because it becomes
a memorable souvenir of their diving experience. After the postcards are placed in the
mailbox, local divers collect them regularly and bring them to the post office on land. From
there, the postcards are delivered just like ordinary mail. The unusual mailbox has helped the
town become more widely known.

However, maintaining the underwater mailbox requires effort. Because it stays under
seawater for a long time, the metal box can slowly become damaged by salt and ocean
currents. Local workers must replace the mailbox from time to time to keep it in good
condition. In addition, they must make sure that the activity does not harm the surrounding
marine environment. By carefully managing the project, the town hopes to continue this

unusual tradition for many years.
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(1) What special point is mentioned about the mailbox?
1. It is a mailbox located inside a post office building near the sea.
2. Itis a mailbox placed on the ocean floor that divers can use underwater.
3. Itis a mailbox mainly used by fishermen working in the ocean.

4. Tt is a mailbox that only local residents are allowed to use.

(2) Why was the underwater mailbox created?
1. To give divers an easier way to communicate with each other underwater.
2. To attract more tourists by creating an unusual experience in the town.
3. To replace an old mailbox that had been used in the town center.
4

. To make it easier for local residents to send letters overseas.

(3) How are the postcards delivered after they are placed in the mailbox?
1. The postcards are sent through special underwater pipes connected to the town.
2. The postcards float to the ocean surface and are picked up by boats.
3. Visitors who dive there bring the postcards back to town themselves.

4. Local divers collect the postcards and bring them to a post office on land.

(4) What is one challenge related to the underwater mailbox?
1. Many tourists cannot use the mailbox because they do not know how to dive.
2. Visitors sometimes forget to write messages before sending their postcards.
3. The mailbox may slowly become damaged by seawater and ocean currents.

4. The mailbox 1s difficult for divers to find under the water.

(5) What do we learn from the passage?
1. The project attracts tourists but requires regular maintenance by local workers.
2. The underwater mailbox was originally created for scientific research.
3. The underwater mailbox is now used less frequently than before.
4

. Most visitors travel to the town mainly to send postcards underwater.
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