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A Unique Lantern Festival

In some parts of Asia, traditional festivals continue to play an important role in local
communities. One interesting example is the Pingxi Sky Lantern Festival in Taiwan. During
this festival, people write their wishes on large paper lanterns and release them into the night
sky. The lanterns slowly rise and create a beautiful view above the town. The event attracts
both local residents and visitors from around the world. For many people, releasing a lantern
is a way to express hope for good health, success, or happiness in the coming year.

The tradition of releasing sky lanterns in Pingxi began many years ago. According to
local stories, villagers once used lanterns to send signals to others during dangerous times.
When the area was safe again, people would release lanterns to let their families know they
could return home. This simple signaling method was especially useful because many
villages were separated by mountains and communication was difficult. Over time, this
practical method of communication gradually changed into a cultural celebration. Today, the
festival is held every year and has become one of the most well-known events in Taiwan.

The festival brings several benefits to the region. Each year, thousands of tourists
visit Pingxi to watch or take part in the event. As a result, local restaurants, shops, and hotels
receive more customers. This helps support the local economy and provides jobs for
residents. In addition, the festival encourages people to learn about the history and culture of
the area. Many visitors say that participating in the lantern release gives them a special
cultural experience.

However, the festival also faces some challenges. One concern is the environmental
impact of releasing large numbers of lanterns into the sky. After the lanterns fall to the
ground, they can sometimes create waste in nearby mountains or rivers. To address this
problem, organizers have started encouraging people to use eco-friendly lanterns that break
down more easily in nature. Volunteers also work to collect lantern remains after the event.
By taking these steps, the community hopes to continue the tradition while protecting the

local environment.
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(1) What is true about the Pingxi Sky Lantern Festival?
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. People mainly make lanterns to decorate their homes during the festival season.
. Visitors can watch lanterns in the sky but cannot release them themselves.
. People release sky lanterns with their wishes written on them during the festival.

. The same sky lantern festival is held in many Asian countries at the same time.

(2) Why were sky lanterns originally used in Pingxi?

1
2
3
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. Farmers used them to find their fields when working late at night.
. Local people used them mainly to celebrate successful harvests each year.
. Villagers used them to send signals telling others that it was safe to return.
. Travelers used them to guide visitors safely to the village at night.

(3) One benefit of the festival is that

1
2
3.
4

. 1t encourages many tourists to stay in Pingxi for several weeks.
. it brings more visitors to the area and helps local businesses earn money.
it teaches visitors the traditional skills needed to make lanterns.

. it allows local people to export large numbers of lanterns overseas.

(4) What is one challenge related to the festival?

1
2
3
4

. The lanterns often fail to rise properly because of strong winds.
. Visitors sometimes release lanterns earlier than the official start time.
. Many local residents believe the festival is no longer necessary today.

. Some lanterns fall into rivers and may cause environmental problems.

(5) What do we learn from the passage?

1
2
3
4

. The Pingx1 Sky Lantern Festival has continued without any changes for centuries.
. The festival attracts tourists and supports the town, but it also raises concerns.
. The festival will probably end soon because it harms the natural environment.

. Most tourists visit Pingxi mainly to learn about the history of the village.
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