No. 2

The Role of Honeybees in Human Life

Honeybees have been important to people for thousands of years. At first, people
took honey mainly as food. Later, they found that honey could also be used as medicine
because it can stop bacteria from growing. Today, honey is still eaten around the world, but
the real importance of honeybees is more than making sweet food.

One of the most important jobs of honeybees is *pollination. When bees fly from
flower to flower to get *nectar, they also carry *pollen. This process helps many plants make
fruits and seeds. It is so hard for plants to grow their own or next generation without bees’
help. Scientists say that about one-third of the world’s food *crops need pollination by
insects, especially bees. Without bees, people would lose many fruits, vegetables, and nuts.

But in recent years, the number of honeybees has gone down in many countries.
Farmers have used strong chemicals to protect crops, but these chemicals also hurt bees.
Also, climate change changes the flowers that bees need for food. With fewer bees, *harvests
become smaller, and this has already made big problems for farming in some places.

To solve these problems, experts and farmers are trying different ways. Some farmers
use fewer harmful chemicals, and others plant flowers near their fields to give food to bees.
There are also projects to keep natural places where wild bees can live. If these actions

continue, people may be able to save honeybees and also the future of human food.

*pollination Zkr
*nectar £
*pollen (%7}
*crop =Y

*harvest I



Ql.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Q2.

T

N

What did people find out early about honey besides being food?
It was easy to sell in markets.

It was good for health because it stops bacteria from growing.

It gave people more energy than other sweet things.

It was safer to keep than milk or cheese.

Why are bees very important for farming?

They make flowers stronger against sickness.
They help plants grow by bringing rain.

They move pollen, so many crops can make food.

They make the soil have fewer bad chemicals.

. What is one reason why the number of bees is going down?

There are fewer people who grow bees now.
Chemicals on farms hurt bees.
Bees cannot live in cold winters.

People eat less honey than before.

. What is one thing people are doing to help bees?

Using other sweet foods instead of honey.
Making new greenhouses for crops.
Planting flowers near fields to give bees food.

Teaching farmers to make more honey.
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