Symbols of Society

Long ago, people did not use paper money. They used coins made of metal, or
they *traded goods such as rice, cloth, or animals. This kind of trading was sometimes
difficult because people needed the same goods to *exchange. For example, if one
person had rice but the other person wanted cloth, the trade could not happen easily.
Because of this problem, people search for a new way to buy and sell things.

Paper money first appeared in China more than 1,000 years ago. *Merchants
began to use it because it was lighter and easier to carry than heavy coins. Later, the
*government made official paper money, which everyone could use to buy goods. This
was an important step in history because it made trading faster, simpler, and more
convenient.

In *Europe, paper money appeared much later. At first, many people were
worried because paper could be easy to *fake. They thought coins were safer. To solve
this problem, banks created special designs, colors, and stamps to make paper money
safe. These designs also made money more interesting and beautiful to look at.

Today, most countries use paper money and coins together. Some countries
also use digital money for online shopping and payments. Digital money is not heavy,
and people can use it with computers or phones. However, people need to learn how to
use money safely, *whether it is paper, coins, or digital. Money is very important in

daily life because it helps people buy food, clothes, and many other things.
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Q1. What problem did people face when trading goods long ago?
(1) They always had too many coins.

(2) They needed the same goods to exchange, which was difficult.
(3) They could only trade rice and cloth.

(4) They used paper money but it was too heavy.

Q2. Why did merchants in China begin to use paper money?
(1) Because it was lighter and easier to carry than coins.

(2) Because coins were safer and harder to fake.

(3) Because the government forced them to use it.

(4) Because paper money was more beautiful than rice or cloth.

Q3. Why were people in Europe worried about paper money at first?
(1) Because it was too heavy to carry.

(2) Because paper could be easy to fake.

(3) Because banks refused to use designs or stamps.

(4) Because coins were not accepted anywhere.

Q4. What kind of money do people use today?

(1) Only paper money in every country.

(2) Paper money, coins, and sometimes digital money.
(3) Only coins made of metal.

(4) Only rice, cloth, and animals for trade.

Q5. What is this story about?

(1) The history and importance of money.
(2) How to grow rice and make cloth.

(3) A famous bank in Europe.

(4) The invention of digital computers.
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